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All so
busy bein’--bein’
mindful and #5%gin’
woke, they never
even fried to
know me.

Whatever
happens next?
It's their
fault.




"O-kay. so. You're in
the machine now.

‘One more identikit schoolkid,
factory-stamped ‘Made in
America’ where your brain
oughta be.

But say you're
different. Say you're not
ma”f FOI‘ The 9'1‘0’51
coffee-before-noon,
beer-after kinda
life.

Say you
excel. What
then?

T'll fell ya. The
bigwigs pull a lever
and you're off on
the monomath
track. Uriversity,
doctorates, feture--
they narrow down your
options and your
viewpoints over
and over--

Is an expert
without a
single original
thought.

America! They're filling
our heads with fheir junk on
their terms until...until...




=~y-until all

we can do is

find someone
else fo

I know you're
under there,
Chip. Listen=-1
think it's only
fair to ask:

Ssighs
Until mext
time, efcetera
efcetera.




and a pair of

perfect strangers started

Two days ago an @#shole
vanished
a groupchat in my brain.

got

o
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other people’s
thoughts into
my brain?

Two days ago something
impossible happened.




WANT.
SAM-SAM-SAM!

--but mostly we've just
been working on our
privacy settings. :
‘ Guys?

’ , It's me-- L
fast things stop 7 A = S K I'm coming i
seeming amazing. S\ | ' R ST:: a:l;:;as ‘my

. ..sTill say we should
They're already linked. call the Smithsonian. 1
The usual topic. mean--the ramifications 3% B
for science...for
religiof...
b 3
Samantha got an .
i SUV for her Sweet :

‘ | Sixteen, but she's Vesssn H B
B2 stil riding the bus. sl B Ev
[ Unnoticed equals 35 S bjii
) | unjucged. ' »&a(-;::fuﬁ;
e e .- 1 expect Samir’s getting |

No no o, a ride With--a# whoever.
we gotta gef an Most everyone wants
agent. We got the to be seen with i,
story of the century
here, we can't give
it away! Some of them, he
can even pretend
they care.
And then N4
i { We can't
tell anyone.




Chapter 2:
WE NEED TO TALK



