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it was passing through a 
singularly dreary tract of 
country...

...that I found myself 
within view of the melan-
choly House of Usher.
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it was a magical place...
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...that filled my childhood with visions to stir 
the imagination.
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I reined my horse to the precipi-
tous brink of a black and lurid 
tarn that lay in unruffled lustre 
by the dwelling, and gazed downÞ
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µupon the remodelled and inverted 
images of gray sedge, and the ghastly 
tree-stems, and the vacant and eye-
like windows.

Its proprietor, Roderick Usher, had 
been one of my boon companions in 
boyhoodű

But many years had elapsed since our 
last meeting.

A letter, however, had 
lately reached me in 
a distant part of the 
country.
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I know not how it was...
...but, with the first 
glimpse of the 
building...

...a sense of insufferable
gloom pervaded my spirit.

what was it that so unnerved me
in the contemplation of the House 
of Usher?
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It was a mystery all insoluble.
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The writer spoke of acute 
bodily illness--of a mental 
disorder which oppressed 
him--and of an earnest desire 
to see me...

...as his best, and indeed his only, 
personal friend...
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...with a view of attempting, by the cheerfulness 
of my society, some alleviation of his malady.

It was the apparent heart 
that went with his request 
which allowed me no room 
for hesitation.
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It was thus that he spoke of the object of 
my visit, of his earnest desire to see me, and 
of the solace he expected me to afford him.
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He entered into what he conceived 
to be the nature of his malady. It 
was, he said, a constitutional and a 
family evilµ

and one for 
which he
despairedÞ

…to find a remedy.
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It was with difficulty that I could bring myself 
to admit the identity of the wan being before 
me with the companion of my early boyhood.
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ḞrĔḌĕṘĭCk! my 
dear friend...

i havė, after all this 
time, been waiting for 

your arrival!
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