
REBIBBIA,  
SUMMER OF 2008

- NINE YEARS -

YOUNG 
CALCARE.

DON’T SAY 
A WORD.

JUST 
LISTEN.

WE DON’T 
HAVE MUCH 

TIME.

BUT…

BUT YOU…
ARE…

ME…

YES,  
I’M YOU.

YOUR FUTURE 
SELF.

NINE YEARS 
OLDER.

NINE 
YEARS…

I KNOW IT’S HARD TO 
FATHOM. YOU MIGHT 
WANT TO SIT DOWN…

BEEP BEEP BEEP

BEE
P B

EEP
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MY FUTURE SELF… 
I SHOULD ASK YOU 
QUESTIONS, RIGHT? TRY TO 

UNDER-
STAND…?

WELL, 
YES.

NOT  
EVERYONE 

MEETS THEIR 
FUTURE SELF, 
YOU KNOW? IT’S 
A PRIVILEGE…

LET ME TELL 
YOU, MEDICINE’S 
NOT MADE AS 

MUCH PROGRESS 
AS WE’D  
HOPE—

YEAH, YEAH. 
WHATEVER.

WILL I STILL 
BE DOING 

THIS  
JOB?

WILL I STILL BE 
GETTING UP AT 
6AM TO GO TO 
FORMELLO…

…TO  
THAT GOD-
FORSAKEN 
ANIMATION 
STUDIO?

IF SO, I'LL  
MAKE GOOD 
USE OF THE 
RAT POISON  

I KEEP IN THE 
NEXT ROOM.

NOPE.

PRODUCTION  
WENT BUST FOR THE 

UMPTEENTH TIME.

I’LL BET YOU  
ANYTHING THAT THEY 
RE-OPENED UNDER A 

DIFFERENT NAME.

IT’S NOT ENTIRELY 
SURPRISING, SURELY.

THEN WHAT?

AM I TRANSLATING 
HUNTING AND FISHING 

DOCUMENTARIES?

NOPE, THE GUY YOU WORKED 
FOR ALSO WENT BUST.

I HEARD  
HE OPENED A 
FISHMONGER, 

BUT THAT’S GONE 
AWRY TOO.

DID THEY EVER 
WORK OUT THAT 

MY TRANSLATIONS 
WERE BULL ?

NOPE.

RIGHT, THEN, WHAT THE 
 DO I LIVE ON?

NOT DOING 
PRIVATE LESSONS 

STILL?

WITH THE SAME 
THREE KIDS?

JUST HOW MANY YEARS 

HAVE THEY FAILED?

NO, NO, YOU GAVE THAT 
UP SOME TIME AGO.

I RECKON MOST OF THEM  
GOT THEIR DIPLOMA BY NOW.

ONE BECAME A NAZI.

AS AN ACT OF  
SPITE, PERHAPS. 

STILL, WE’LL BLAME IT ON 
 HIS SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT.

ANOTHER ONE IS AN EXTREMELY 
WELL-SPOKEN DRUG DEALER.
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RIGHT, I MUST BE 
COMPLETELY SKINT, 

THEN.

THAT’S ALL I WAS ANY 
GOOD AT IN LIFE.

LISTEN, ARE 
YOU NOT DOING 
SOMETHING ELSE 
WITH YOUR LIFE 
THESE DAYS…?

THINK  
ABOUT IT…

ER, I DON’T THINK SO…

THEY HAVEN’T  
RENEWED MY CONTRACT 

AT THE AIRPORT. 

AND AFTER THAT  
LITTLE MISHAP WITH TONY 
SANTAGATA*, THEY’RE NOT 
GOING TO HIRE ME BACK 

 IN A HURRY.

*TONY SANTAGATA WAS AN ITALIAN FOLK SINGER, COMPOSER, COMEDIAN AND ACTOR.

DO YOU KNOW 
WHO I AM? ‘COURSE 

I  
DON’T!

YOU’RE  
800 YEARS OLD, 
WHAT DO YOU 

EXPECT?

F  OLD G—

NOPE, NOTHING.

I CAN’T THINK 
OF ANYTHING 

AT ALL.

NOTHING TO  
DO WITH MEDICAL 
EXPERIMENTS, 

RIGHT?

BECAUSE YOU 
LOST A BIT OF 
HAIR THERE.

AND YOU’RE  
ALSO SLIGHTLY ON 
THE PUDGY SIDE.

HEY, 
ASSHOLE.

I’VE ALWAYS HAD A 
RECEDING HAIRLINE.

BESIDES, I’M  
NOT PUDGY, JUST 

STOCKIER. 

I’M 33 YEARS 
OLD.

STILL, I DON’T  
SEE WHA—

COMICS, YOU 
TWAT! 

WAKE UP!

YOU WRITE 
COMICS!

YOU KNOW  
THAT ARMADILLO 

BULL ??

RIGHT, THAT’S 
WHAT YOU DO FOR 

A LIVING NOW.
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COME 
ON.

A REAL JOB, 
I MEAN.

HOW  
DO YOU 

PAY YOUR 
RENT?

IS IT SOMETHING 
EMBARRASSING?

YOU DON’T  
REALLY HAVE THE 

BODY FOR WEBCAM 
STRIPPING. YOU LOOK 

LIKE AN OTTER…

LISTEN, YOU’LL 
BE LIVING OFF 
YOUR COMICS.

YOU  
WROTE SEVEN 

BOOKS.

YOU’VE GOT 
A BLOG.

WHAT’S 
THAT 
MEAN? 
BOOKS, 
BLOG…

WHERE’S THE 
CONTRACTS?

THE GUARANTEES?

ALL THE THINGS 
A REAL JOB IS 

MADE OF?

HOW DO YOU KNOW 
IT WON’T ALL END 

TOMORROW, OTHERWISE?

ACTUALLY, I DON’T 
REALLY KNOW…

WHAT IF IT 
DOES ALL END 
TOMORROW?

YOU THINK I 
SHOULD BE 
LOOKING FOR 
SOMETHING ELSE?

AM I AN IDIOT FOR 
FOLLOWING MY HEART?

STILL, THIS 
BOOK SOLD ABOUT 
280,000 COPIES, 
SO I THOUGHT…

WAIT, HOW 
MANY? SBAAANG!

THAT’S A  
WHOLE LOT OF 

COPIES!

WE DESTROYED 
GIPI!

WAIT, IS GIPI 
STILL ALIVE?

YES, HE’S ALSO 
MARRIED.

WE ALL STILL 
SUFFER FROM 

A MASSIVE 
INFERIORITY 
COMPLEX 

TOWARDS HIM.

SO DON’T YOU 
GO GETTING ALL 

BIG-HEADED. HE’S 
STILL THE BOSS.

FORGIVE HIM, 
GIPI, IT’S THE 
EXUBERANCE 
OF YOUTH.

…
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SO…
…WHAT YOU’RE 

SAYING IS…
…I’VE  

ACTUALLY MADE 
SOMETHING…

…OF MY LIFE?

THIS CONSTANT FEELING OF 
STILLNESS, OF GOING ROUND 

IN CIRCLES AS EVERYONE 
ELSE MOVES ON…

…OF NOT MOVING ONE IOTA 
SINCE LEAVING SCHOOL 
SEVEN YEARS AGO…

…IS THAT GOING TO 
DISAPPEAR THEN?
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SURE, IT WILL.

LET’S BE HONEST, YOU DID 
MAKE SOME PROGRESS.

IS MY MOTHER 
HAPPY?

YES,  
SHE’S REALLY 

PROUD.

LET’S JUST SAY  
THAT, PROFESSIONALLY, 
YOU MADE SOMETHING 

OF YOURSELF.

STILL, IT’S NOT ALL BEEN 
SMOOTH SAILING,

THERE HAVE BEEN A FEW 
BUMPS ALONG THE WAY.

YOU FELL, YOU HURT 
YOURSELF AND THOSE 

AROUND YOU. 

YOU HAD A NUMBER OF 
SLIP-UPS AND CAUSED 

PLENTY OF HAVOC.

WHICH BRINGS  
ME NICELY…

…TO THE REASON 
FOR MY VISIT…

HERE.
THE GREAT 
BOOK OF 
HINDSIGHT.

WRITTEN IN  
INK OF TEARS 
AND BOUND 

WITH STEMS OF 
SAINT BASIL’S 

CHRYSANTHEMUMS.

IT LISTS EVERY 
SINGLE MISTAKE, 

REGRET AND 
GRIEF YOU FELT 

SINCE THIS COMICS 
THING BEGAN.

USE IT WISELY.
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HUH?

WHAT 
DO YOU 
MEAN?  

WHAT 
SHOULD 

I--?

MY TIME HERE WILL SOON  
BE OVER, YOUNG CALCARE.  

AND SO WILL THE  
FOUR-COLOR PAGES.

ATONE FOR  
YOUR PAST.

SAVE YOUR 
FUTURE.

DON’T LET ME DOWN.

WAIT! TWO 
MORE THINGS! 

DID THEY EVER 
 CLONE DINOSAURS? 

AND AM I STILL 
LIVING IN REBIBBIA?

NO  
DINOSAURS. 

BLOODY  
KNOBS.

AND OF 
COURSE…

REBIBBIA 
‘TIL WE DIE, 

BRO.

SORRY I TOOK  
SO LONG IN THE 

BOG, MATE.

WHO WERE 
YOU TALKING 

TO?

S
W
O
O
O
S
H
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LONG STORY.

MY 33-YEAR-OLD SELF, 
ERRORS TO ATONE 

FOR, NO DINOSAURS.

AND A MANUSCRIPT 
TO READ.

SUM
MARY

1   INT
ROD

UCT
ION

 TO
 TH

E  

ARM
ADI

LLO
 PR

OPH
ECY

2  PE
OPL

E

3  WORK

4  YO
URS

ELF

5  TV
 SE

RIE
S

-CK
ING 

MURA
L

GRE
ENS

OKAY, LEAVE IT FOR LATER. WE’VE  
GOT TO GO NOW, OR YOU WON’T  

GET TO FORMELLO.

TRAFFIC’S 
HELL AFTER 

SEVEN.

AND YOU KNOW 
WE HAVE TO GET 
THERE HALF AN 

HOUR EARLY SO WE 
CAN STARE AT THE 
SHEEP BEFORE 
ENTERING THE 

STUDIO.  

JUST TO  
AVOID OUR PANIC 

ATTACKS.

TRUE.
BESIDES, 

WHY DO YOU 
CARE ABOUT 

SOMETHING THAT 
WAS WRITTEN 
BY AN OLD  

GIT…

…SENESCENT…

…AS OLD AS 
CHRIST?
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REBIBBIA, 2017 (A FEW DAYS EARLIER)

“ 1 INTRODUCTION – 
BEFORE WE START LISTING THE ERRORS YOU SHOULD ATONE FOR, LET ME TELL YOU 
ABOUT THE BOOK YOU’RE CURRENTLY WRITING, ‘THE ARMADILLO PROPHECY.’

“IT’S NOT AS THOUGH THE BOOK WAS A MISTAKE, BUT THE 
MATTER IS MORE DELICATE THAN IT MAY SEEM RIGHT NOW.

“YOU’RE DOING IT TO KEEP THE 
MEMORY OF A PARTICULAR 
PERSON, CAMILLE, ALIVE.

“AND YOU WILL BE SUCCESSFUL AT IT.

“I DO 
REMEMBER 

HER, CAMILLE.

“ALMOST  
EVERY DAY.”

BUT THERE’S SOMETHING I HADN’T CONSIDERED: 
AM I REMEMBERING THE REAL CAMILLE OR THE 
BOOK’S CAMILLE?

“THE SCENES I RE-LIVE IN 
MY MIND, DO THEY HAPPEN 
UNDER THE TRUE NEON 

LIGHT OF THE TIME?

“OR THE ONE I WAS  
ABLE TO CREATE 
WITH STAEDTLER 

FELT-TIP PENS AND 
PHOTOSHOP CS?”
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“JUST HOW MUCH ARE THESE TWO IMAGES OVERLAPPING?

“AM I STILL ABLE TO MEASURE THAT GAP?

“HOW MUCH IS THERE OF 
CAMILLE, OF HER DEEP EYES…

“…IN THOSE OUTLINED SKETCHES 
I’VE LOOKED AT SO MANY TIMES?

“WAS IT RIGHT?

“WAS IT WRONG?

“DID I DO A DISSERVICE TO HER 
MEMORY? DID I VIOLATE IT?

“AND MY OWN?

“ONE DAY IN TURIN, I MET THE WRITER MARCO PEANO, WHO’D BEEN DOING 
SOMETHING SIMILAR. I ASKED HIM WHAT HE THOUGHT OF IT. LIKE RELEASE 
ME FROM MY GUILT, MARCOPEANO, PRETTY PLEASE.

“HE SAID THAT IT’S A WAY OF CONTINUING 
TO TAKE CARE OF SOMEONE, AND THAT 
CAN HARDLY BE WRONG NOW, CAN IT? OR 

SOMETHING LIKE THAT.

“I FELT BETTER 
THERE AND THEN.

“WELL.

“WHO KNOWS.”
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“STILL, WHAT I MEAN IS, THINK 
ABOUT THESE THINGS.

“DON’T DISMISS THEM AS 
SIMPLE PARANOIA.

“BECAUSE THEY’LL STICK WITH YOU 
FOR A REALLY LONG TIME.”
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TICK TICK TICK TICKTOCK TOCK TOCK TOCK 

STOP!

STOP, 
DAMN YOU!

PROLOGUE

ZC-03-AP-INTERIORS-UPDATED.indd   18ZC-03-AP-INTERIORS-UPDATED.indd   18 22/11/23   18:2522/11/23   18:25



YOU OWE ME AN 
EXPLANATION!

 WAIT!

WOULD  
YOU PLEASE 

JUST 
STOP??

JUST TELL  
ME ONE THING.

WHY?

TICK TOCK 
TICK TOCK
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