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nd so, the Empress of Ghosts, the 
Wraithbound Queen, trudged

ever closer to the Stygian Citadel.

Here, in this Hell-Shadow, 
she would face the woman 
who murdered everyone 
Elsethriel ever loved.

Here, she would pay her 
sister back a thousandfold. 

She was weary from her 
travels. Half-dead or 
more. But her rage…

…and the energy of the 
souls imprisoned within 
the Animis Blade…

…compelled her 
to keep standing, 
to keep moving 
forward.

A



You
should �t �� 
�n�red � this 

place! 

You
should �t �� 
�n�red � this 

place! 

it is 
forbi�en!

it is 
forbi�en!

And
your �� ��
fuel t� d�th 
fur�c�!

And
your �� ��
fuel t� d�th 
fur�c�!

Your f�sh 
�� �ed t� 
re�nt 
�elds!

Your f�sh 
�� �ed t� 
re�nt 
�elds!

Her hated enemy…her
own sister…had gathered 
daemons to her banners. 

While Elsethriel 
was alone…

…save for the dead. 



Trapped within the Animis 
Blade’s steel was the memory 
of every life it had taken. 

…served the 
Wraithbound Queen.

As the Wraithbound Queen served, 
for all eternity, her own bloodlust. 

�ese tormented souls, denied the 
�nality of Paradise or Damnation…

I sacri�ced 
�ch � �nd 

my �st�. 

I sacri�ced 
�ch � �nd 

my �st�. 

Thousands of 
souls, i�ocent 

and ��upt 
a�ke. 

Thousands of 
souls, i�ocent 

and ��upt 
a�ke. My 

em�re. 
My 

em�re. 

I’� �t 
�rn �� 

�w! 

I’� �t 
�rn �� 

�w! 



Well…it’s 
dark. 

And…I mean…
a lot darker 
than the last 

book.

I dunno, 
Sommer.

I feel like 
every book 
in the series 

has been 
pretty 
bleak.

Right?

Dad.
You’re 

kidding, 
right?

She sacrifices 
babies in order to 
scry the location 

of her sister’s 
castle.

She shouldn’t 
be reading this 

one.

She’s 
fine. 

She’s read 
all the 
others. 

I can’t
do without 
feedback

from my first 
reader.



So what 
happens 
next?

There’s another 
chapter or two 

you haven’t 
seen yet. 

After 
that, I’m 
not sure 

yet.
I’m

feeling
a little…
stuck.

I’m hoping
this working 

vacation gets the 
old creative 

juices flowing.

Well, you 
picked 

the right 
place!

There are so 
many legends in 
this part of the 

world. 

Trolls.
Elves. Forest 

spirits. 

Grrreeeeat. 
We could 

have gone to 
a resort.

Someplace 
with a pool 
or a spa.

instead, I 
get trolls 
and elves.  

That’s what 
I get for 
marrying a 
writer.

That’s what you 
get for marrying 

a bestselling 
writer!

My fans 
demand that
I continue
the series!

To do
that, I need 
inspiration!

Oh wow. is this
the place?

it’s so 
cool!



Here
we are--

our home 
away from 

home!

Pretty 
great, 
right?

I have
to admit, 
honey…

Not
bad. 

Not
bad at
all. 

I
love
it!

Can we
just live 
here?

Like…
forever?

Just the 
next eight 

weeks. 
You 

wouldn’t 
want to 
live here 
forever.

Wouldn’t
you miss your 

school? 
Your 

friends?



I 
dunno. 

I feel like
I’ve learned just 
about everything 
school has to 

teach me.
And my 
friends 
could 
visit. 

There’s a 
path over 

here!
A trail 

through the 
forest!

Can we 
check it 

out? 

That’s 
fine. 

But don’t 
stray from 
the path. 

And 
don’t go 

too–

--far.

Good 
talk. 
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